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SEX OFFENDER LAWS 


Texas homeowner 
faces eviction over 
sex offender status 


Woman is ensnared in 
widening effort by cities 
to keep offenders out. 


By Eric Dexheimer 
edexheimer@statesman.com 


KJ grew up in Meadows Place, a 
I-square-mile Houston bedroom 
community of modest 1970s and 
’80s tree-shaded homes. In late 
2007, she returned as a 33-year- 
old seeking to settle in a commu- 
nity she recalled warmly. 

“I have great memories of this 
place,” she said. KJ — she asked 
that her name not be used for 
fear of losing her job; she was 
fired when her previous employer 
learned of her background — 


and her husband purchased a 
four-bedroom house near her 
childhood home. Her two boys 
attended her old elementary 
school, a three-minute walk away. 

The bottom fell out four years 
later. A baby sitter the couple had 
hired in 2003 contacted police 
and revealed the two had pur- 
sued her for sex when she was 
15. According to police reports 
and court records, KJ had left 
after the baby sitter said no. But, 
while she was at work, her hus- 
band later had sex with the girl. 

Called into the police station 
in late 2011 and confronted with 
the by-then 23-year-old’s charges, 
KJ’s husband confessed. He was 


Sex offenders continued on A19 


MEDICAL MARIJUANA 


HEALTH CARE 


How Texas Medicaid 
fails children 

with disabilities: 
Advocates, parents 
say services denied, 
reduced since 
program transitioned 
to managed care. 


Michael Sears helps hold up brother Ben's head during a physical therapy session with family friend Cally 
Martin (front, center) at the family’s home in the Mueller area. Mom and Dad, Jenny Robson and Chris Sears, 


observe. Ben Sears was hit by a truck outside their home last year. PHOTOS BY RESHMA KIRPALANI /AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


ByJulieChang | jchang@statesman.com 


Medicaid services for Texas children with some of the severest 
disabilities have sharply declined during the past few years after state 


leaders enacted several measures to cut costs. 


Compassionate Cultivation CEO Morris Denton stands ina flowering 
room at his medical cannabis facility in Manchaca on Wednesday. 
His firm got its state license Tuesday. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Austin firm planting pot 
after getting state license 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


The first legal crop of medical 
marijuana in the Austin metro 
area is being planted after a local 
company received its license to 
grow, process and sell it in Texas. 

But only patients suffering from 
arare form of epilepsy will be eli- 
gible to buy and use the finished 
products, such as tablets, tinc- 
tures or skin patches, because of 
the state’s restrictive medical can- 
nabis law. In addition, the prod- 
ucts won’t contain enough of the 
psychoactive chemical found in 


conventional marijuana to pro- 
duce a high, although they will 
have large amounts of another 
component that has been found 
to be therapeutic. 

Compassionate Cultiva- 
tion — which has retrofitted a 
7,200-square-foot warehouse 
in Manchaca with customized 
cannabis growing and process- 
ing equipment - started planting 
seeds after receiving the license 
Tuesday from the Texas Depart- 
ment of Public Safety. 

“The sooner we plant the seeds, 


License continued on A17 


One of the biggest blows, 
according to advocates and 
parents, happened nearly a 
year ago when the state turned 
over Medicaid services for chil- 
dren with disabilities to pri- 
vate companies and hospitals 
called managed care organiza- 
tions — part of a multiyear tran- 
sition for the state’s Medicaid 
programs to managed care that 
has saved the state billions of 
dollars. Hundreds of children 
with disabilities have seen a 
reduction in medical services, 
including longer waits for pre- 
scription drugs, fewer therapy 
services and being kicked out 
of Medicaid altogether. 
Between February and May, 
12 percent of children with 
the severest disabilities were 
denied Medicaid services, triple 
the overall rate of 2016, accord- 
ing to the Texas Health and 


Jenny Robson 
kisses Ben, 
whose 
doctors said 
twice-a-week 
physical and 
occupational 
therapy could 
help him 
recover; he 
was approved 
forjust twice 
amonth. 


MORE ONLINE 

Watch video and see more 
photos with this storyon 
mystatesman.com. 


Robson said through tears. Her 
10-year-old son, Ben Sears, 
who is covered by Medicaid, 
was hit by a truck outside of 
their Mueller home last year 
and has been denied weekly 
physical and occupational ther- 
apy, even though he’s unable 


Human Services Commission. 
“This therapy is crucial. It’s 
my only link to get my child 


back. It’s my only hope,” Jenny Children continued on A14 


FIGHT CANCER 


where 50,000 Texans turn every year 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
lranmarks anniversary 


of U.S. Embassy takeover 


Iran displays missile as thousands 
gather at the site of the former 
embassy, taken overin 1979. 
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Daylight saving time ended 
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